While Schroeder adds little that is new to the oft-told battle narrative of this improbable victory, his notable contribution is the detailed analysis of how British defeat on this inland body of water affected the peace negotiations� The British ministry offered command in North America to the Duke of Wellington� The Iron Duke carefully spelled out the requirements for military success� In his analysis, Britain could not win a decisive victory until it controlled the water� Only this would yield the operational and tactical mobility to take advantage of the troop surge� Failing to control key lakes and rivers, Wellington opined, the government would be best served by ending the war as rapidly as possible� The ministry received the news of the failures at Plattsburgh and Baltimore in rapid succession and sent new instructions to its negotiators in Ghent� Britain dropped its objectionable demands, and a treaty was signed on Christmas Eve�
The defense of Baltimore is the final chapter in Charles Neimeyer's excellent narrative of the campaign in Chesapeake Bay� As early as the spring of 1813, a formidable Royal Navy force under Sir George Cockburn entered the bay with the purpose of shutting down American commerce and persuading Madison to withdraw regulars from the fight in Canada to defend the cities, villages, and plantations along the hundreds of miles of coast and along rivers that empty into the bay� The Royal Navy raided with impunity� Captains ordered crews to torch villages, seize food and tobacco, and evacuate thousands of escaped slaves, sending them to freedom in British colonies� Yet Madison refused to redeploy his regulars from the northern campaigns, even after the burning of Washington� Neimeyer relates this tale lucidly, weaving events and policy change with insightful analysis� The Americans responded to British raids with Commodore Joshua Barney's famed flotilla of gunboats� While Barney was ultimately forced to destroy his squadron to avoid capture, he and his flotillamen and accompanying Marines were the only bright spot in what was otherwise a debacle at Bladensburg, Maryland� Neither author tells a new story, yet both Schroeder and Neimeyer provide a fresh look fortified with penetrating analysis� Their works are well-balanced, speaking perceptively to national policy, strategy, diplomacy, and joint operations from both sides� These are scholarly works written for a popular readership and are at the top of their genre� RICHARD V� BARBUTO 2 Naval War College Review, Vol. 69 [2016], No. 2, Art. 12 https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol69/iss2/12
